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Day 1: Sunday, Dec 6"

Opening Session

13:00 - 13:05 Moderator Dr. Ray Jureidini
Dr. Emad Eldin Shahin -
13:05-13:15 Opening Speech Dean CIS, CILE Director
Qatar
13:15-13:25 Introduction Dr. Mutaz al-Khatib

Adab, Figh and Ethics

13:25-13:30 Moderator Dr. Ibrahim Zain

13:30 - 13:50 Al-Adab al-Saghir & al-Adab al-Kabir,  Dr. Istvan Kristo-Nagy
Ibn al-Mugaffa‘ (d.139/756)

13:50 — 14:10 Al-Kasb, al-Shybani (d. 189/805) Dr. Adi Setia

14:45 - 15:00 Break

15:00-15:05 Moderator Dr. Saraa Saleh

15:05 — 15:25 Adab al-Tabib, Ishaq lbn ‘Al al-Ruhawi  Dr. Mohammed Ghaly
(d. 3/9t century)

15:25 — 15:45 Adab al-Dunya wa al-Din, al-Mawardi  Dr. Makram Abbeés
(d. 450/1058)

15:45 — 16:05 AI-ATd&b al—Shar'iyya, lbn Muﬂil’_‘l (d Dr. Ovamir Anjum
763/1362)

16:05 -16:40 Discussion

End of Day 1
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Day 2: Monday, Dec 7th

13:00-13:05 Moderator Dr. Amr Ryad

13:05 — 13:25 Makarim al-Akhlaq, 1bn Abt al-Duyna

(d. 281/894) Dr. Paul Heck

13:25 — 13:45 Nawadir al-Usul, al-Hakim al- . .
Tirmidhi (d. 37¢/9t) Dr. Chafika Ouail
13:45 -14:20 Discussion
14:20 - 14:35 Break
14:35 -14:40 Moderator Dr. Lena Salaymeh
14:40 - 15:00 Al-Shifd, al-Qadi ‘lyad (d. 544/1149)  Dr. Matthew Anderson
15:00 — 15:20 Shajarat al-Ma drif, al-‘lzz b. ‘Abd al- i .
salam (d. 660/1262) Dr. Mutaz al-Khatib
15:55 -16:10 Break
16:10 - 16:15 Moderator Dr. Gavin Picken
16:15 - 16:35 AI-Ri‘&ya li Huqiq Allah, aI-I:Iérith al- Dr. Harith bin Ramli
Muhasibi (d. 243/857)
16:35 — 16:55 Uyab al-Nafs, ‘Abdurrahman al- Dr. Jason Welle OFM
Sulam?’s (d. 412/1021)
17:30-17:45 Break
17:50 — 18:10 lhya’ ‘Uldm al-Din, al-Ghazali (d. Dr. Kalle Taneli Kukkonen
505/1111)
18:10 — 18:30 Al-Tuhfa al-‘Irdqiyya, Ibn Taymiyya (d. .
728/1263) Dr. Arjan Post

End of Day 2
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Day 3: Tuesday, 8"

Philosophical and Theological Ethics

13:00 — 13:05 Moderator Dr. Heba Raouf Ezzat

13:05 1325  AI-Tibb al-Rahani, Abii Bakr al-Razi (d. ' ko) Bahlul
311/923)

135 13.45  Tahdhib al-Akhlag, Miskawayh (d. D' Hans Daiber
421/1030)

13:45 — 14:05 Al-Dhari‘a ild Makdrim al-Shari‘a, al-

Dr. Yasien Moh d
Raghib al-Isfahani (d. 5t"/11t" century) f. Yasien Viohame

14:05 - 14:40 Discussion

14:40 - 14:55 Break

14:55 -15:00 Moderator Dr. Chaima Ahaddour

15:00 = 15:20 Mudawat al-Nufis, lbn Hazm (d. . .
456/1064) Dr. Samir Kaddori
Ash‘ari Ethics Through al-Irshad by al-

15:20 - 15:40 Juwayni (d. 478/1078) and Nihdyat al- Dr- Omar Farahat
Igdam by al-Shahristani (d. 548/1153)

15:40 - 16:15 Discussion

16:15 - 16:45 Concluding Remarks

End of Day 3



Opening Session

Dr. Ray Jureidini (CILE Professor)

Dr Ray Jureidini joined CILE in August, 2014. From 1975-1986 at
the Flinders University of South Australia, he received his BA in Psychology and Sociology, First
Class Honours in Sociology and PhD in Economic Sociology. After teaching Sociology in several
universities in Australia, he spent 6 years at the American University of Beirut from 1999 where
he began researching and publishing on human rights issues concerning migrant domestic
workers and conducted the first survey of domestic workers in the region. At the American
University in Cairo from 2005-2011, he became director of the Center for Migration and Refugee
Studies and conducted a number of research projects on migrant and refugee issues, including
household domestic workers, child domestic workers, Egyptian families of migrant workers
abroad and a large survey of 1000 interviews, analyzing the trajectories of Somali and Ethiopian
asylum seekers in Yemen, Syria and Turkey. In 2012, Dr. Jureidini spent a year as research
consultant for the Center of Design Innovation at Qatar Foundation in Doha. He was one of the
authors of the Qatar Foundation’s 2013 Mandatory Standards for Migrant Worker Welfare and
the author of a 2014 report, Migrant Labour Recruitment to Qatar for the Qatar Foundation. In
2016, he authored the ILO White Paper publication, Ways Forward in Fair Recruitment of Low-
skilled Migrant Workers in the Asia-Arab States Corridor. In 2017 he published papers on the
wage protection systems in the GCC, the transnational culture of corruption in migrant labour
recruitment, and Muslim perspectives on migrants and refugees. He is currently co-editing a
book with Dr. Said Hassan on migration and Islam as part of CILE’s book series with Brill. Dr.
Jureidini is also a consultant and advisor on refugee issues, labour recruitment, labour supply
chain evaluations and migrant labour reform advocacy.



Dr. Emad Shahin (CILE Director, CIS Dean)

Emad EI-Din Shahin is the Interim Provost of Hamad Bin
Khalifa University (HBKU) and the Dean of HBKU’s College of Islamic
Studies (CIS), Qatar Foundation. Before joining CIS, he was the Hasib
Sabbagh Distinguished Visiting Chair of Arabic and Islamic Studies, a
visiting professor of Political Science at the School of Foreign Service
at Georgetown University and the editor-in-chief of The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Islam and Politics.

Shahin holds a PhD (1989) from the Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies, an MA (1983) and a BA (1980) from
the American University in Cairo. He has taught in leading universities in the United States

including Harvard, Notre Dame, Georgetown, George Washington, and Boston University.

His research and teaching interests focus on Islam and Politics, Comparative Politics,
Democracy and Political Reform in Muslim societies. Shahin has authored, co-authored and
co-edited six books and has more than 50 scholarly publications including journal articles,
book chapters and encyclopedia entries. His publications include Political Ascent:
Contemporary Islamic Movements in North Africa (1998), co-editorship with Nathan Brown
of The Struggle over Democracy in the Middle East and North Africa (2010); and co-authorship
of Islam and Democracy (2005 in Arabic). He is the editor-in-chief of The Oxford Encyclopedia
of Islam and Politics (2014) and co-editor with John L. Esposito of The Oxford Handbook of
Islam and Politics (2013).

Previously, Shahin was a Distinguished Visiting Scholar at Columbia University (April 2014-
March 15), public policy scholar at The Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
(February- August 2014). He was the Henry R. Luce Associate Professor of Religion, Conflict
and Peacebuilding at the University of Notre Dame’s Kroc Institute for International Peace
Studies (2009-2012). He was visiting associate professor in the department of Government at
Harvard University (2006-2009), faculty affiliate with the Kennedy School of Government, and
visiting scholar in the Islamic Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School (2006-2007).

Shahin was nominated two years in a row for the Harvard University Joseph R. Levenson
Memorial Teaching Prize, May 2007 and May 2008; and is the recipient of the AUC Excellence
in Undergraduate Teaching Award for the Academic Year 2001-2002.



Dr. Mutaz al-Khatib (CILE Professor)

Associate Professor of Methodology and Ethics
at Hamad Bin Khalifa University and an editorial board
member of Studies in Islamic Ethics and Journal of
Islamic Ethics both published by Brill. His research
interests include ethics and moral philosophy, Islamic

law (figh); Hadith criticism; the higher objectives of

Shari'a (maqasid al-Shari‘a) and Islamic intellectual
history. Al-Khatib was a Visiting Fellow at ZMO in Berlin
(2006), and a Visiting Scholar at the Forum
Transregionale Studien, Berlin (2012-2013). Previously,
he was a Visiting Lecturer at the Islamic University of
Beirut, Qatar University and the American University of
Beirut.

Al-Khatib has given lectures at various universities such as the University of California-Berkeley,
Princeton University, Cambridge University, Oxford University and the University of Tlibingen. He
authored and edited several books and over 30 academic articles. His books include: Radd al-Hadith
min Jihat al-Matn: Dirasa fi Manahij al-Muhaddithin wa-l Usaliyyin (Matn Criticism: a study of the
methods of traditionists and jurists) (2011), Ma’ziq al-Dawla bayna al-Islamiyyin wa-l ‘Almaniyyin
(The dilemma of the state between Islamists and secularists) (2016), al-‘Unf al-Mustabah: al-Sharia
fi Muwajahat al-Umma wa-| Dawla (Violence Made Permissible: ‘Sharia’ versus the people and the
state) (2017) Qabdl al- Hadith (The Reception of Hadith) (2017), Islamic Ethics and the Trusteeship
Paradigm (co-editor) (2020).
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Adab, Figh and Ethics

Moderator: Dr. Ibrahim Zain

Currently a Professor of Islamic Studies and
Comparative Religion, College of Islamic Studies at Hamad Bin
Khalifa University in Qatar. He was the former dean of the
Faculty of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences
and the International Institute of Islamic Thought and

Civilization at the International Islamic University Malaysia

(HUM), Kuala Lumpur. He obtained a B.A. (Hons) in Philosophy
from the University of Khartoum in 1980, Master of Arts in
Philosophy from the University of Khartoum in 1984, Master
of Arts in Religion from Temple University in 1986 and a
Doctorate of Philosophy in Religion from Temple University in
1989. He wrote numerous articles and book reviews. Through
his academic administration of Islamic Studies programs,
supervision of postgraduate research and teaching he has
made a definite impact on the field. His first book was

published in 1983 entitled “ Al- Sultah fi Fikr Al-Muslimin”.



Al-Adab al-Saghir & al-Adab al-Kabir, Ibn al-Muqaffa‘ (d.139/756)

Speaker: Dr. Istvan Kristé-Nagy

- »
>

Senior Lecturer in Arabic and Islamic Studies at the
Institute of Arabic and Islamic Studies of the University of
Exeter. He has published on Islamic social and intellectual
history, political and religious thought, wisdom literature and
art. He authored La pensée d’lbn al-Mugaffa‘. Un « agent

double » dans le monde persan et arabe (Versailles: Editions

de Paris, 2013) and co-edited with Robert Gleave two

volumes: Violence in Islamic Thought from the Qur’an to the
Mongols (Edinburgh University Press, 2015), and Violence in
Islamic Thought from the Mongols to European Imperialism

(Edinburgh University Press, 2017).

Abstract

How to reform the Islamic empire? Ibn al-Muqaffa”s ethical framework for post-revolutionary
political propaganda.

Ibn al-Mugaffa‘ was the par excellence Persian katib, scribe-secretary-advisor-administrator,
working for the highest dignitaries of the Islamic empire in the times preceding and following the
Hashimite revolution, which brought the ‘Abbasids to power. His attitudes towards Arabs and
Islam remain ambiguous, nevertheless he was a foundational author of Arabic prose and of Islamic
political and ethical advice literature.
In his Kitab al-Adab al-kabir, Ibn al-Mugaffa‘ uses the topos of a Golden Age in the past, compared
to witch he presents his time and its people as corrupted and inferior. This view is also echoed in
and his Kitab al-Adab al-saghir. In his al-Yatima, he employs this topos in order to provide an
ideology justifying both the Hashimite revolution and the consolidation of the new reign. In
premodern societies, the idea of change was rarely welcome and evolution was normally
conceptualised as devolution. Thus lbn al-Mugaffa® justifies both revolution and consolidation by
the idea of correcting the corrupt—recent—past and returning to the ideals of a distant golden
age. Both in providing propaganda in his al-Yatima and a practical political programme in his Risala

fi I-Sahaba, he pragmatically fuses Sasanian and Islamic patterns.



Al-Kasb, al-Shybani (d. 189/805)

peaker: Dr. Adi Setia
. b ,‘ J4 ,? \ v"t

Education: B.A. in Arabic Language & Literature (1996),
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIlUM); M.A. in Islamic
Science (1999), International Institute of Islamic Thought &
Civilization (ISTAC); Ph.D. in Islamic Science (2004), International
Institute of Islamic Thought & Civilization (ISTAC).

Post-Doctoral Professional Experience: Assistant
Professor, IIUM (2002—2011); Associate Professor, Center for
Advanced Studies on Science, Islam & Civilization (CASIS, 2014—
2016); Coordinating Advisor, IGE Advisory (2016—present).
Publications: His current research interests are mainly in the History and Philosophy of
Science, Islamic Science, Islamic Gift Economy (IGE), and Islamization of Knowledge,
systemically pursued according to the integrative conceptual framework of Professor Dr. Syed
Muhammad Naquib al-Attas. His academic papers in these areas are mostly published in the

Canadian journal, Islamic Sciences (https://cis-ca.org/#/jis/).

Abstract

This paper outlines the content of the Kitab al-Kasb of al-Shaybani, connecting it with similar other
classical works in the kasb genre, and relating its themes with current discourse on re-integrating

economics into ethics. The term ‘kasb’ here refers to the pursuit of livelihood.
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Moderator: Dr. Saraa Saleh

Is a teaching assistant and researcher at the Department of Arabic
and Islamic studies in the University of Leuven (KULeuven). Saraa
is an architect and she obtained her master degree in conservation of
historic towns and buildings and her PhD degree in Near Eastern
Studies at KULeuven. Saraa’s research is currently focused on the
history of Islamic art and architecture and also on the impact of

political conflict on built cultural heritage in the MENA region

1"



Adab al-Tabib, Ishaq Ibn ‘Alr al-Ruhawi (d. 3rd/9th century)

Speaker: Dr. Mohammed Ghaly

professor of Islam and Biomedical Ethics at the Research
Center for Islamic Legislation & Ethics (CILE) at Hamad Bin Khalifa
University in Doha, Qatar. He has a B.A. in Islamic Studies from Al-
Azhar University (Egypt) and M.A. and PhD in the same specialization

from Leiden University (the Netherlands). During the period 2007-

2013, Ghaly was a faculty member at Leiden University. Since 2011,
Ghaly has been a faculty member at the Erasmus Mundus Program;
the European Master of Bioethics, jointly organized by a number of
European universities. Ghaly is the founding editor-in-chief of

the peer-reviewed Journal of Islamic Ethics (published by Brill). Since
September 2019, He is the founding Program Coordinator of the
newly established M.A. in Applied Islamic Ethics at Hamad Bin Khalifa
University. Ghaly also chaired the committee that was responsible
for establishing this pioneer program.

Islamic Ethics and its intersection with biomedical sciences is Ghaly’s main research interest.
Besides his book Islam and Disability: Perspectives in Theology and Jurisprudence (Routledge,
2010) and the edited volumes Islamic Perspectives on the Principles of Biomedical Ethics (Imperial
College & World Scientific, 2016) and Islamic Ethics and the Genome Question (Brill, 2019), Ghaly
is the editor of a number of thematic issues, the single author of more than thirty peer-reviewed
publications, and editorial board member of a number of academic journals. He is also the Lead
Principal Investigator (LPI) and research consultant of a number of funded research projects
related to the field of Islamic Ethics. The overall budget of his funded projects during the last
couple of years goes beyond 2 million USD. His publications can be accessed

via https://cilecenter.academia.edu/MohammedGhaly. Ghaly lectured on Islamic (bio)ethics at
many universities, including Imperial College London, Oxford University, University of Oslo,
University of Chicago and Georgetown University. Ghaly was affiliated as Visiting
Scholar/Researcher with a number of universities worldwide, including the Kennedy Institute of
Ethics at Georgetown University, USA (academic year 2014-2015), School of Anthropology and
Museum Ethnography at the University of Oxford (academic year 2017-2018) and School of
Philosophy at the Erasmus University Rotterdam (academic year 2018-2019).
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Abstract

Adab al-Tabib (Etiquettes of the Physician) by Ishaq b. ‘All al-Ruhawi

Adab al-Tabib, written by the 3rd/9th-century physician Ishaq b. ‘Al al-Ruhawi, is a pioneer
work in the field of medical ethics whose popularity and impact did not wane by time. This
paper will comprise three main sections, namely (a) The Autor, (b) The Book and (c) Impact.
The unknown, and sometimes even mysterious, biographical aspects of the author, including
the controversy over his religious affiliation, will be examined and scrutinized. Further, an
analytical overview of the book will be provided with focus on the author’s view that the
“good physician” model should entail both professional and moral standards. Finally,
attention will be paid to the reception of the book in modern scholarship and which of the
author’s ideas are still relevant today and which ones are considered controversial or
outdated.
I/ 5yl G Ol Lol (e cS3layll e (o Bl Madall ol LS A8 gl 0dd (2 paiud
O Otiamlg e dg sty Jam Jl Y (s lg cdudall MY Jlare (3 8511 SOl a>T ddio gy ¢(53dlual]
Ay LSy Calgall Jgo H9eat cduwshy Jguad B (o 43)9)l 0dd S 9 -Jlomadl M (3 cpppolandl i)
Je sguall £la] et (@lgall 3lat lad Dgumelly dudall GBI Jlxe (3 Bpolasll GLalEl (§ Joad! 1o
29 Lo 2l g2yl @i cUSW dudlbg odiiaeg 4Bl Jho gyl se Yoo lgians HBT dipun (p0 ilg
ek Of 4l @ i 1 "hall el 73 g0 Calgall 8yt 3lai I S duolsg il ol HBGT (0 4d
ot ytane ¢pe "l ol S omdl 8liy 391 biadll (35 Lne 433515 uigall ylxall
Y ol polasll ladly) dxllio Lgaioss Lede (Sonlly 5l olomg ol 1) 01 St oy 2S5y ccpppolaal

13



Adab al-Dunya wa al-Din, al-Mawardr (d. 450/1058)

Speaker: Dr. Makram Abbés

Born in 1972, Makram Abbes is a University Professor at the
Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon and former junior member of the
Institut Universitaire de France (IUF, 2010-2015). After having
completed a double curriculum in Arabic and French literature with
the ENS de Fontenay-Saint-Cloud and the universities he attended
(Paris IV, Paris VII-Denis Diderot), he chose to further his knowledge
in the field of political thought as from 1997/1998 by registering for
a thesis on Arab political philosophy ("the Andalusian political
philosophy in the 12th century through the works of Ibn Bajja
(Avempace), Ibn Tufayl and lbn Rushd (Averroes)"). At the same

time, he integrated the IEP of Paris.
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Al-Adab al-Shar‘iyya, Ibn Muflih (d. 763/1362)

Speaker: Dr. Ovamir Anjum
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Abstract

White Lies and Misdirection in Medieval Islamic Ethics: Reading Ibn Muflih’s al-Adab al-Shar‘iyya

Ibn Muflih’s al-Adab al-Shar‘iyya is a treasure trove of Islamic moral teaching and a study, in
particular, in post-classical traditionalist ethical imagination. A learned disciple of Ibn Taymiyya, Ibn
Muflih al-Maqdist (d. AH 763) seems to have been cut from a different cloth, more fitting within his
location in the esteemed al-Maqdisi dynasty of Hanbalite scholars in Damascus. Unlike Ibn
Taymiyya’s other student, Ibn al-Qayyim, he appears in this work to have been a more conventional
Hanbalite and his magisterial works are rightly recognized until today as the most learned exposition
of Ahmad b. Hanbal’s school. Unlike the wrestling with the intellectual problems of post-classical
Islam that so exercised Ibn Taymiyya and lbn al-Qayyim, and their critically integration of Sufism,
kalam, and jurisprudence, Ibn Muflih’s ethics are in style largely juristic and traditionist. For this
reason, and for its comprehensive erudition, lbn Muflih’s treatise gives us a privileged window into
certain ethical problems in Islamic tradition and sheds light on the nature of the tensions in it. In
order to explore the texture of Islamic ethics, | explore his treatment of one ethical trait that is often
said to be the cardinal Islamic virtue, namely, truthfulness. | show that Ibn Muflih’s careful selection
of scriptural and traditional reports suggests a balancing act between the various intellectual

currents in existence, all of which had impinged on post-classical Hanbalism, ranging from Ibn al-
15



Jawzi’s essentially Ghazalian ethics to his own teacher lbn Taymiyya’s rationalist-traditionalism.
Most of all, Ibn Muflih is concerned with Ahmad b. Hanbal’s responsa, which he deploys to resolve
the (apparent) tensions within the scriptural corpus. His debt to lbn Taymiyya, contrary to what is
often claimed, appears to be quite limited. | explore these questions through Ibn Muflih’s discussion
of the permissibility of al-ma‘arid, which may be rendered in English as white lies, equivocation,
and/or misdirection. This discussion brings out the significance as well as limitations of the
imperative of truthfulness in medieval Islamic ethics and allows one to reflection on the relationship

between traditional data and ethical theorization.
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Moderator: Dr. Umar Ryad

Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Leuven and member of the Young
Academy of Belgium (2018-2023). He teaches modern trends in Islam and Arabic literature. He is
also currently the director of Leuven Center for the Study of Islam, Culture and Society (LCSICS).
Prior he has worked as assistant professor at the University of Leiden (2008-2014) and as associate
professor at Utrecht University (2014-2017). He earned a BA in Islamic Studies in English from Al-
Azhar University in Cairo (1998), followed by an MA degree in Islamic Studies (2001, Cum Laude)
and a PhD degree (2008), both from Leiden University. He led a European Research Council (ERC)
project which focused on the “History of Muslims in Interwar Europe and European transcultural
history” (2014-2019). He is also a co-applicant of two ongoing international research projects: 1)
Marie Curie ITN-project “Mediating Islam in the Digital Age” (MIDA) and 2) research consortium
“The Computational Study of Culture: Cultural Analytics for Modern Arab and Muslim Studies”,
which is funded by Qatar National Research Fund and is based at Doha Institute for Graduate
Studies. Ryad also taught at the universities of Bern and Oslo; and was a research fellow at the
University of Bonn, the Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and Societies (Free University of
Berlin), the Leibniz Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO) in Berlin and the Leibniz Institute of European

History (IEG) in Mainz.
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Makarim al-Akhlaq, Ibn Abrt al-Duyna (d. 281/894)

peaker: Dr. Paul Heck

Professor of Theology and Religious Studies at Georgetown
University. His research interests focus on ethics and spirituality,
political theology, and Christian-Muslim relations. Most recently,
he has created a course, available on edX and entitled "Theo-
Humanism: God’s Ways in Today’s World," which considers
resonance between basic human experiences and the purposes of

religious piety.

Abstract

Noble Character—Makarim al-Akhlaq, Ibn Abrt al-Dunya (d. 894)
Ibn Abt al-Dunya, a member of the caliph’s court with close relations to pious circles, compiled the
sayings of eminent Muslims according to topic. In my presentation, | consider the following
guestion: How, according to Ibn Abt al-Duny3, is noble character obtained? First of all, noble
character implies a high ethical state. It is not something all attain. Second, he recognizes that the
ethics of noble character in Islam are rooted in the pre-Islamic culture of Arabia. Thirdly, and most
significantly, despite his recognition that the ethics of noble character are not limited to Islam, he
roots his conception of noble character in faith. Thus, ethics is more than a cultural trait but
actually something that God grants the believer. While Ibn AbT1 al-Dunya does not have a mystical
understanding of noble character, that is, he does not foreground it in a mystical victory (fath), he
does call it the adornment of the awliya’, thereby making it something associated with those who
enjoy the highest level of devotion. For this reason, | suggest, it is profitable to consider his view of

noble character alongside his understanding of certainty (yaqin).
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Nawadir al-Usal, al-Hakim al-Tirmidhr (d. 3rd/9th)

Speaker: Dr. Chafika Ouail
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Chafika Ouail is an Algerian scholar holding a Ph.D. in Arabic and Literature from the American
Univerity of Beirut, and she is about to defend another Ph.D. in Qur’anic studies at Batna
University (Algiers). Her academic interest range widely, but she is mainly a revisionist philosopher
and a scholar in Islamic ethics, spirituality and theology, and in the Classical Arabic Literature. Her
work is concerned with revisiting the concepts and narrative of the Arabic and Islamic tradition by

employing a multidisciplinary approach.
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Moderator: Dr. Lena Salaymeh

Associate Professor, she is a visiting fellow at Princeton's
Davis Center during the 2018-2019 academic year. She researches
and teaches Islamic and Jewish jurisprudence in both historical and
contemporary legal systems. Her book, The Beginnings of Islamic

Law: Late Antique Islamicate Legal Traditions (Cambridge University

Press, 2016) explores how critical historiography can illuminate
Islamic legal beginnings and was awarded the American Academy of
Religion Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion, Textual
Studies. She has published in Law and History Review, Law & Social
Inquiry, Islamic Law & Society, Journal of Legal Education, and The
Immanent Frame. Her forthcoming publications use critical feminist
theory and critical secularism studies to examine contemporary
controversies about law and religion. She earned her PhD in Legal
and Middle Eastern History from UC Berkeley and her JD from

Harvard Law School; she is a member of the California Bar.
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Al-Shifa, al-Qadi ‘lyad (d. 544/1149)

Speaker: Dr. Matthew Anderson

Completed his Ph.D. in Georgetown University’s Department of
Theological and Religious Studies in 2018. His dissertation explored
Taqt al-Din al-Subki’s (d.1355) work, al-Sayf al-maslil alad man sabba
al-rasal (“The sword drawn against the one who curses the
Messenger”), a treatise devoted to blasphemy jurisprudence. More
broadly, he is interested in diverse perspectives on the figure of the

Prophet Muhammad, Muslim-Christian relations, and theological,

social, and political questions raised by religious diversity.

Abstract

Qadi ‘lyad’s (d.1149) Kitab al-shifa’ bi-ta'rif hugiq al-mustafa (“The cure in knowing the rights of
the Chosen One”) presented a vision of the Prophet Muhammad, which achieved a kind of
canonical significance across much of the Islamic world. Arguably, no work since has been as
consistently successful at depicting the personality and sublime authority of the Prophet
Muhammad within such manageable confines. After exploring the historical context and possible
motivations behind its composition, this presentation focuses on the ethical vision of the Prophet
Muhammad presented in al-Shifa’ and contemplates its significance within the broader Islamic

tradition.
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Shajarat al-Ma‘arif, al-'lzz b. ‘Abd al-Salam (d. 660/1262)

Speaker: Dr. Mutaz al- Khatib

Abstract

Al-Ma’arif wa al-Ahwal by al-‘1zz b. ‘Abd al-Salam: Establishing the Ethics of both the Internal
and External Aspects

The almost polarizing attitudes adopted by Sufis and jurists represent one of the key
characteristics of Islamic history. The tensioned relationship between the jurist Ahmad b. Hanbal
(d. 240 AH) and the Sufi al-Harith al-Muhasib1 (d. 243 AH) is one of the representative examples in
this regard. The prominent historian Ibn Khaldin (d. 808 AH) rightly sketched the picture by saying
that the science of Shari'a eventually turned into two distinct disciplines. The first discipline works
on the external/outward aspects (al-zahir) and it is exclusive to the jurists and muftis. The other
discipline works on the inner/inward aspects of the psyche (al-batin), and it is exclusive to the
Sufis. Various attempts have been made by prominent jurists and Sufis to bridge the gap between
the two disciplines and to demonstrate that one should concurrently work on both the inward and
outward aspects. Representative examples include the attempts made by AbG Nasr al-Tts1 (d. 378
AH), AbQ Bakr al-Kalabadht (d. 380 AH), Abd Tahir al-Makki (d. 386 AH), and others. However, the
contribution of al-‘lzz b. ‘Abd al-Salam in this regard remains a distinctive one, especially because
of its detailed and comprehensive characteristic. His contribution is outlined in various books of
him, including Shajarat al-Ma’arif wa al-Ahwal, Qawa‘id al-Ahkam fi Masalih al-Anam, and Al-Imam
fi Bayan Adillat al-Ahkam.
This paper explores the key characteristics of the theory that al-‘Izz b. ‘Abd al-Salam developed in
his attempt to establish Ethics as an interdisciplinary field combining between jurisprudence, legal
theory, Sufism, theology and adab. By benefiting from the insights provided by these disciplines,
al-‘lzz tried to develop an objective-oriented theory that consistently examines meta ethics, virtue
ethics, moral hierarchy of acts, and ethical judgements. The theory also combines between the
theological discussions on the good-evil dichotomy and God’s attributes and names on one hand

and the juristic framework of the five categories (al-ahkam al-khamsa) on the other hand. This
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made the theory of al-‘lzz quite different from both the Greek Platonic approach and the Sufi
gnostic perspective because of the centrality of revelation in his theory and its strict commitment
to the rules of jurisprudence and legal theory. The perspective of al-‘1zz comprises four main
aspects, namely pleasure (al-ladha), joy (al-farah), pain (al-alam), grief (ghamm) and the reasons

behind each one of them.
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Moderator: Dr. Gavin Picken
B [V -

Dr. Gavin Picken is a professor at the College of
Islamic Studies. He previously taught at the School of
Oriental and African Studies, the Universities of
Edinburgh and Cambridge, and the American
University of Sharjah.
Dr. Picken’s specialization and research focus is

classical Islamic literature in Arabic, within the

evolution of Muslim intellectual history. More
specifically he focuses on Islamic Mysticism, or Sufism,
in both its historical context and contemporary
expression.
He has authored several articles and chapters on Islamic law, Sufism, and the translation of Islamic
literature. He is the author of Spiritual Purification in Islam: The Life and Works of Al-Muhasibi
(London; New York: Routledge, 2011) and the editor of a four-volume compendium of selected

articles titled Islamic Law (London; New York: Routledge, 2010).
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Al-Ri‘aya li Huquq Allah, al-Harith al-Muhasibi (d. 243/857)

Speaker: Dr. Harith bin Ramli

Harith Ramli has been Lecturer in Theology and World Religion at the
Faculty of Education, Edge Hill University in 2018. He grew up in
Malaysia, and is an alumni of the Sultan Alam Shah Islamic College
(KISAS), Selangor Darul Ehsan. His primary research is in the study the
history of Sufism, but he has also published in the fields of Islamic
theology and law. He received his doctorate in 2012 for his

dissertation on the formation of Sufi thought in the writings of the

~  fourth/tenth century scholar, Aba Talib al-Makki.
Prior to this, he has held teaching posts at the Muslim College (London), SOAS, the University of
Nottingham, and the University of Cambridge. He was also a research fellow at the Cambridge

Muslim College, where he continues to teach an affiliate teaching fellow.

Abstract

The Emergence of the Sufi Psychology of Motivation: A Look at the Ri‘aya fi huqugillah of al-
Muhasib1 (d. 243/857) and Qut al-qultb of al-Makki (d. 386/998).

This paper traces the emergence of the Sufi psychology of motivation (‘ilm al-niyya or ‘ilm al-
khawatir) in the formative third/ninth and fourth/tenth centuries, by comparing the Ri‘aya fi
huquqillah of the early precursor of the Baghdad Sufi movement al-Muhasibi (d. 243/857) and the
Qut al-qulab of the fourth/tenth century mystic Aba Talib al-Makki (d. 386/998). Both of these
texts have traditionally been considered key representative works of the early Sufi tradition,
although a closer look reveals significant differences in the way they envision moral reasoning and
the theology of human action. Through this comparison, the paper queries the degree to which
early Sufi texts can be seeing as representing a consistently uniform approach to ethics. Do the
two texts present a similar vision of Sufi ethics and moral psychology, or are there significant

differences between the two that reveal to us a more complex picture?
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‘Uyab al-Nafs, ‘Abdurrahman al-Sulami’s (d. 412/1021)

Speaker: Dr. Jason Welle OFM
-t Dr. Jason Welle, O.F.M., is Director of Studies at

the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies in
Rome, Italy. His research and teaching focus on Sufism,
W Muslim-Christian relations, and the Franciscan
| intellectual tradition, primarily in the medieval period.
He is a Franciscan friar of the Assumption BVM

Province (USA).

Abstract

Didactics of Blame and Tactics to Tame: al-Sulam?’s ‘Uyiib al-nafs”
The Sufi master Abl ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami (d. 412/1021) often approaches questions of
religious growth through the categories of proper customs (adab), virtues (ahlaq), and the spiritual
stations (magamat). His treatise ‘Uylb al-nafs wa-mudawatuha, however, stands in dynamic
tension with the remainder of his literary corpus due to the general absence of these
characteristic elements that frame his reflections elsewhere. This presentation surveys ‘Uyub al-
nafs, a collection of isolated practical strategies to address specific defects in a believer’s religio-
moral life, in the context of al-Sulami’s larger ethical project. The strong influence of the Path of
Blame on al-Sulami has long been recognized, and the remedies al-Sulami prescribes here for
these sixty-nine maladies of the nafs contribute to our understanding of the fusion of the
malamatiyya and other spiritual currents during the formative period of Sifism. The presentation
also sets al-Sulami’s work in dialogue with ethical theories inherited from the Greek philosophical
tradition, concluding that although Aristotle leaves no visible mark on al-Sulami’s corpus, exploring
Safi ethics in dialogue with the twentieth century revival of virtue ethics suggests a broader

convergence than scholars generally appreciate.
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lhya’ ‘Ulam al-Din, al-Ghazali (d. 505/1111)

Speaker: Dr. Kalle Tanell Kukkonen
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Abstract

Al-Ghazali's lhya': Virtue and happiness

Abu Hamid al-Ghazali's Revival of the Religious Sciences offers a kaleidoscopic view of Islamic
religious life, observed through the guiding notion of the 'Science of the Path of the Hereafter.' But
is there a throughline that would help structure the many, many things al-Ghazali has to say with
regard to human conduct? | argue that while al-Ghazali evokes the divine command in select
contexts and positive consequences in others, his fundamental understanding of the purposes of
the ethical injunctions of the sunna proceeds along the lines of a eudaimonistic (=happiness-
oriented) virtue ethics. The development of good character is both a good in itself and conducive
to the kind of happiness meant by God for the human being. Where this picture runs into
complications is at the same point that vexes the Aristotelian tradition, which is to say, the tension
between the active and the contemplative life. In al-Ghazali, this tension takes the form of a

world-denouncing and a world-improving orientation.
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Al-Tuhfa al-‘Iraqiyya, Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/1263)

Speaker: Dr. Arjan Post
—

Assistant professor in Arabic and Islamic Studies at the
KU Leuven. He studied Middle Eastern Studies in Leiden and
pursued his PhD at Utrecht University. His first monograph on
the life and teachings of the Hanbali Sufi al-Wasit1 (d.
711/1311) has recently been published by Brill in the series
Studies on Sufism. His fields of interest include Sufism, kalam
theology, and the intellectual history of the Hanbali school. He
has published several articles on Sufism in lbn Taymiyya’s
circle, as well as an Arabic edition and English translation of a

unique work by the Moroccan Sufi Ibn ‘Ajiba (d. 1809).

Abstract

Ibn Taymiyya’s al-Tuhfa al-‘iragiyya: Defining an Ethical Framework for Sufi States and Stations

In this paper | will provide an analysis of al-Tuhfa al-‘Iragiyya fi I-a‘mal al-galbiyya (The Iragi Gift on
the Deeds of the Heart) by the Hanbali shaykh al-islam Taqt al-Din Ahmad Ibn Taymiyya (d.
728/1328). This book deals with a set of internal spiritual qualities that a person may pursue in
relation to God, such as love (mahabba), trust (tawakkul), patience (sabr), fear (khawf), gratitude
(shukr), and hope (raja’). These may be internalized either temporarily, as states (ahwal), or
perpetually, as stations (magamat). Although such content could understandably be taken to
indicate we are dealing with something of a Sufi treatise here, | will argue that Ibn Taymiyya’s
objective here was not so much to write a manual on the spiritual path, but rather to provide a
sound, correct ethical framework for the terminology indeed commonly found in Sufi works. In
typically Taymiyyan fashion, the shaykh very carefully sets out this framework in relation to wider
discussions on theology and Sufi theory and practice, thus taking the opportunity to school his

readers in his vision on religion.
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Philosophical and Theological Ethics

Moderator: Dr. Heba Raouf Ezzat

Dr Ezzat earned her BA (Honors), MA (Honors) and PhD in
Political Science from Cairo University where she was Coordinator of
the Civil Society Program for Research and Training and Foreign
Relations, Coordinator of the University’s Center for Political Research
and Studies and Foreign Relations and Academic Events Coordinator
of the Program for Dialogue between Civilizations in the University’s
Faculty of Economics and Political Science. Dr Ezzat has been a visiting
researcher at the Centre for Democracy of the University of
Westminster in London and at Oxford’s Centre for Islamic Studies; a
visiting fellow at UC Berkeley (2010) and Georgetown University
(2012). Dr. Ezzat is widely published in both English and Arabic on
subjects related to Islam,women and politics as well as on citizenship,
global democracy, global civil society and Islamic epistemology. She
authored a background paper on Gender Equality in the Arab World
for the 2006 UN Development Programme’s Arab Human
Development Report. Her recent (2015) publications in Arabic include
two titles: “The Political Imagination of Islamists” and “Towards a New
Civility”. Dr. Ezzat is currently Assistant Professor in political theory at
Cairo University and the American University in Cairo, and a visiting

fellow at London School of Economics (2015-2016).
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Al-Tibb al-Rahani, Aba Bakr al-Razi (d. 311/923)

Speaker: Dr. Raja Bahlul

Raja Bahlul received his Bachelor’s degree in English and
Philosophy from the American University of Beirut, and completed
his graduate studies at Indiana University, USA. He has publications
in Arabic and English (with some translated into Italian) in the areas

of Metaphysics (Identity and individuation), Islamic Philosophy and

Theology (Ghazali, Avicenna), Contemporary Islamic Political

Thought (Constitutionalism, Secularism), Democracy, and Human

Rights. His more recent publications include: “Emotion as
Patheception” (Philosophical Explorations, 2015), “Islamic Law and
Legal Positivism (Rivista di filosofia del diritto, 216), “Injustice as
Injury, Forgiveness as Healing”, Explorations of Forgiveness, 2016),
Discourse of Dignity and Human Rights (2017) and Action, Ontology,

and Intersubjectivity (2019)

Abstract

Philosophy Program/Doha Institute
Al-Razi’s Spiritual Medic(ine)

The object of the present contribution is to offer an analysis of al-Razi’s Spiritual Medic(ine) (al-
Tibb al-Rouhani) along three different dimensions: in relation to the Greek legacy which Arabs
and Muslims became acquainted with after the conquest of Syria and Mesopotamia; in relation
to the achievement of Islamic Kalam; and, finally, in relation to present-day Arab-Islamic
engagement with contemporary moral theory.
It will be suggested that that the Epicureanism which al-Razi seems to draw on (Greek legacy)
helped him fashion an ethical view which went far beyond Mu’tazilism (Islamic Kalam), and that
his rational ethics is of great contemporary relevance (to Arab-Islamic engagement with

contemporary moral discussions).
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Tahdhib al-Akhlaq, Miskawayh (d. 421/1030)

Speaker: Hans Daiber

Prof. Dr. Hans Daiber (born 1942).

Holder of the chair of oriental languages at the Johann Wolfgang
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt/M., 1995-2010, until his retirement.
He taught at Free University of Amsterdam 1977-1995, at University
of Tokyo 1992, and at ISTAC (International Institute of Islamic

Thought and Civilization , Kuala Lumpur/Malaysia) 2001.

His main fields are Arabic and Islam, including Islamic philosophy,
theology, history of sciences and the field of Greek-Syriac-Arabic-
Latin translations.

His forthcoming book From the Greeks to the Arabs and Beyond
(Brill, 6 volumes) will contain thematically arranged key publications

and unpublished articles and books.

Abstract

Miskawayh’s Purity of the Soul as a Program Leading to Ethicization of Knowledge
Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitat Frankurt a.M.

Miskawayh (d. 421/1030) wrote his book Tahdib al-ahlaq wa-tathir al-a‘raq “Refinement
of Character and the Purification of Natural Dispositions” with the persuasion that man can
improve his character through increasing knowledge. His handbook on ethics is a guideline
for self-education and discipline. As a librarian of the vizier Abi I-Fadl Ibn al-‘Amid he knew
the main works on ethical and political philosophy, like Kindi, Farabi and possibly Abl Bakr
ar-Razi, moreover Arabic translations of ethical works by Galen, Aristotle, Bryson,
Pythagoras, Neoplatonic texts like Porphyry and lamblichus, in addition doxographical texts
about late Greek ethics. — In his selection of texts and ideas he developed a unique system of

|II

ethics, which combined practical virtues with theoretical “spiritual” virtues leading to
“nearness to God” and “happiness” of the soul. Using the philosophical language of his time,
Miskawayh explains his educational program as a way to knowledge of the soul on its return
to its divine origin. Therefore, ethics of the individual is increasing “likeness to God.” —

Miskawayh’s handbook was used by Ragib al-Isfahani (5th/11th c.) and Gazali (d. 505/1111)
32



Who imbedded Miskawayh’s philosophical ethics in Koranic ethics and “Islamized” it.
Miskawayh’s ethics became very influential until the 13th/19th century (Rifa‘a at-Tahtawi
a.0.) and paved the way to the ethicization of figh and its application in politics, e.g. in
Mawardi (d. 450/1058) and Sihab ad-Din Ibn Abi r-Rabi* (7th/13th c.). The inclusion of ethics
in politics has a long history which started with lbn al-Mugaffa“in the 2nd/8th century and
received a philosophical fundament in Miskawayh’s ethics, which gave the individual a new

significance by introducing love, friendship and justice as cornerstones of human dignity.
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Al-Dharta ila Makarim al-Shari‘a, al-Raghib al-lsfahani (d. 5th/11th

century)

Speaker: Dr. Yasien Mohamed

Is Emeritus Professor of Arabic & Islamic Philosophy in the
Department Foreign Languages at the University of the Western Cape
(UWC), South Africa. Professor Mohamed took his doctorate in Islamic
ethics from the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University in Frankfurt,

Germany. He is a Senior Fellow at Yageen Institute. He received the

international annual prize for his book, The Path to Virtue, from the

Islamic Republic of Iran. Professor.

Abstract

Introduction to the ethical work of al-Raghib al-Isfahani

Al-Raghib al-Isfahani, the eleventh century Islamic ethicist, and author of the ethical treatise, Kitab
al-Dhari’ah ila Makarim al-Shariah [The book of Means to the Noble Qualities of the Law] is
relatively unknown in the English speaking world. It became better known after the publication of
The Path to Virtue [2006], which contains a translation of chapter 1 of the ethical treatise.

This paper is intended to introduce the Kitab al-Dhariah, its influences, its content, and its impact.
There is no information on the biography of the author, so the paper will focus on the ethical ideas
of the author, its sources of inspiration and its impact.

Al-Isfahant is the missing link between Miskawayh and al-Ghazali, and before 2006, most scholars
assumed that Miskawayh was the main source of inspiration; whereas recent research and
comparison between al-Isfahani and al-Ghazali demonstrated that the former inspired the latter,
especially in the Mizan al-Amal (Scale of Action).

| have selected key ethical concepts, such as happiness, justice, therapy of emotions, and
etiquette of education, not only for the sake of expounding on the author’s ethical ideas, but also

as illustrations of sources of influence on his thought as well as his impact on later ethicists.

A key question that philosophers pose is whether virtues are sufficient for happiness, or whether
they require external goods such as health, wealth and friends for the fulfilment of happiness. We

know from experience that a passionate attachment to external goods such as wealth and
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material possessions can be harmful to human life. However, we cannot also dismiss the idea that
these external goods are necessary to contribute to our well-being and to the nurturing of virtue.
This is a view held by Aristotle, who inspired al-Isfahant, who in turn integrated those ideas within
an Islamic context and framework.

Another key concept is that of justice. Al-Isfahani maintained a balance between the justice of the
self and the justice of society. His ideas of social justice was partly inspired by Aristotle’s concept
of distributive justice and recificatory justice, but al-Isfahant integrated Greek ideas within the
worldview of the Qur’an.

We will also explore the therapy of emotions, especially on the treatment of fear, anger and
sorrow. We will show that the positive attitude to emotions is shared with Aristotle, but here
again al-Isfahani placed it within an Islamic context, and it is this integration of Greek ethics and
Islamic sciences, that inspired al-Ghazali, whose approach to the cure of immoderate emotions is
similar to that of al-Isfahani.

Al-Isfahant had a profound impact on the ethical thought of al-Ghazali, especially in the Mizan al-
‘Amal [Scale of Action]. There are passages taken verbatim from Kitab al-Dhari’ah, and we shall

illustrate this by way of comparing passages on the duties of the teacher in the two works.
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Moderator: Dr. Chaima Ahaddour

Professor Islamic Ethics at the Faculty of Theology and
Religious Studies, KU Leuven, where she is a member of the
Research Unit Theological and Comparative Ethics. Her areas
of specialisation are: Islamic ethics, beginning-of-life issues,
end-of-life care. Chaima obtained her doctoral degree in

Religious Studies at the KU Leuven. She has worked on a

doctoral dissertation on the attitudes, beliefs and practices
regarding death and dying among middle-aged and elderly
Moroccan Muslim women living in Antwerp, Belgium.
Currently, Chaima's research focuses on Islamic perspectives
on issues at the beginning of life, including prenatal diagnosis

and termination of pregnancy.
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Mudawat al-Nufis, Ibn Hazm (d. 456/1064)

Speaker: Dr. Samir Kaddori
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Ash‘ari Ethics Through al-Irshad by al-Juwayni (d. 478/1078) and Nihayat al-
Igdam by al-Shahristani (d. 548/1153)

Omar Farahat is an Assistant Professor at
McGill University, Faculty of Law. His areas of interest
include classical Islamic law, legal theory, theology,
and ethics. His current research focuses on the
concepts of time, generality, and personhood, and the
intersection of legal and moral theories in classical
Islamic thought.
Farahat’s first book, The Foundation of Norms in Islamic Jurisprudence and Theology (Cambridge
University Press, 2019) presents a new way of understanding the work of classical Islamic
theologians and legal theorists who maintained that divine revelation is necessary for the
knowledge of the norms and values of human actions. Through a reconstruction of classical
Ash‘ari-Mu‘tazili debates on the nature and implications of divine speech, Farahat argues that the
Ash‘ari attachment to revelation was not a purely traditionalist position, but a rational
philosophical commitment emerging from debates in epistemology and theology.
Farahat’s research on Islamic legal theory and ethics has also appeared in the Journal of Law and
Religion, the Journal of Religious Ethics, and Oriens, and further research is forthcoming in Journal
of Arabic and Islamic Studies. Before to joining McGill, he completed his Ph.D. at Columbia
University, following which he spent a year as a Research Fellow at Yale Law School. Prior to that,
he obtained a dual law degree from Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and Cairo University, an
LL.M. from Harvard Law School, and an interdisciplinary M.A. in the humanities from New York

University.
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Abstract

Ash‘ari Ethics Through al-Irshad by al-Juwayni (d. 478/1078) and Nihayat al-lqgdam by al-
Shahristani (d. 548/1153)
The purpose of this paper is to explore the meta-ethical implications of some key discussions in the
theological treatises of two prominent Ash‘ari scholars: Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwaynt and Aba I-Fath al-
Shahristani. The paper begins by contextualizing those texts in the classical Ash‘ari theological context. We
will then proceed to address the epistemological and ontological frameworks that underpinned the classical
Ash‘ari stance on divine revelation as an essential element of moral reasoning and on the inapplicability of
human normative judgments with regards to divine actions. This inquiry begins with the idea of knowledge,
and whether the unaided mind is capable of attaining categorical judgments. The inquiry will proceed to
conceptions of divine speech as sources for normative knowledge, and the centrality of miracle to the
classical Ash‘ari meta-ethical framework. The paper explores the concepts of essence and attribute as
foundations for the contingency of all immanent experiences, including the assignment of normative values
to actions. This set concepts constituted a carefully articulated conceptual edifice that placed divine
revelation at the center of moral knowledge. Reading these two essential texts side-by-side will allow us to
look at the finer points of historical development within Ash‘art thought in the late fifth/eleventh and early

sixth/twelfth centuries.
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